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ASOR 2013 Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR) was held in
Baltimore from November 20-23, 2013. There were 928 registered participants, who attended 450
papers, 49 business meetings, consultations and special events, and visited 25 poster exhibits. The
plenary address this year was presented by Brian Rose, of the University of Pennsylvania, Penn
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, entitled “Cultural Heritage Protection in Zones of
Armed Conflict: Lessons Learned and Future Strategies.”
Madaba Plains Project members and affiliates who presented papers this year included:
Constance Gane (Transcendent Occultation of the Divine in Neo-Babylonian Art); Matthew
Vincent (Topics in Cyberinfrastructure I: Scholarship in the Twenty-First Century, a Panel
Discussion); S. Thomas Parker (A Reevaluation of the Chronology of Nabataean Painted Fine
Ware Pottery); Øystein LaBianca (Human Subject Review and Archaeology–the View from CAP);
Ralph Hawkins (The Iron Age I Structure on Mt. Ebal); Sabal Al Zaben (The Zabens of Jalul: A
Look at Local Nineteenth Century Tribalism and How it Illuminates Our Understanding of Iron
Age Societies at Jalul); Monique Vincent (Households, Communities, and Dimensions of Social
Identity in the Early Iron Age at Tall al-‘Umayri); Elisabeth Lesnes and Randall Younker
(Ethnographic Perspectives on the Nineteenth Century Settlement of Madaba and Jalul, Jordan);
Bert de Vries (Anatomy of a Late Antique Complex at Umm el-Jimal); Paul Ray, Constance Gane,
and Randall Younker (Jalul in the Nineteenth-Century Explorers Accounts); Randall Younker (Jalul
in Time and History); Matthew Vincent, Monique Vincent, and Friedbert Ninow (The 2012 Season
at Khirbat al-Balu‘a: Report on the Completion of the GPS Mapping Project and Continued
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Excavation); Hanadi Al-Taher and Basam
Al-Mahamid (Interpretation of
Archaeological Sites Through Their
Names); Bethany Walker (Excavations at
Tall Hisban, 2013 Season: Investigations
of the Middle and Late Islamic Village);
Michèle Daviau (Adorned for Death:
Glass Bracelets for the Dead at Khirbat
al-Mudayna); Gary Rollefson, Yorke
Rowan, and Alex Wasse (Excavations at
Late Prehistoric Wisad Pools, Eastern
Jordan); Kent Bramlett (The Late Bronze
Age Pottery from Tall al-‘Umayri,
Jordan); and Douglas R. Clark (Who
Owns This Part of the Past? The Cultural
Heritage of Tall al-‘Umayri, Jordan in
Jeopardy).
Those who chaired sessions for the
program this year include: Constance
Gane (Archaeology of Mesopotamia); and
Øystein LaBianca (One Hundred ASOR
Global History Stories). In addition,
Douglas Clark presided over the Madaba
Plains Project–‘Umayri Workshop;
Lawrence Geraty over the Madaba Plains
Project Staff Consultation; and Bethany
Walker, who headed up the Consultation
of Dig Directors in Jordan. Also Tim
Harrison presided over the Administrative
Oversight Committee; Larry Herr (with
James Weinstein) over the BASOR
Editorial Board; and Øystein LaBianca
over the Committee on Archaeological
Research and Policy.
As usual, there was time for network-
ing and catching up with the activities of
distant colleagues, as well as the perusal
and purchase of books and other media at
the 30 or more exhibit booths in the hall-
way, between sessions.
Concurrent Annual meetings of the
Society of Biblical Literature (SBL) and
the Near East Archaeological Society
(NEAS) were held from November 23-27
and November 19-21, 2013, respectively.
At the latter Paul Ray presented a paper
entitled “The 2011-12 Excavations at Tall
Jalul.” In a special Session on Reuben
Bullard and Archaeology in Jordan, Mark
Ziese presented a paper entitled “Reuben
Bullard: ‘Dr. Rock’ and His Students.”
(Paul J. Ray, Jr.)
Running Dies
On January 22, 2014 the Institute
of Archaeology and the Siegfried H. Horn
Archaeological Museum lost one of its
most ardent supporters, loyal colleagues,
and dearest friends. Leona Glidden
Running, professor emerita of biblical
languages died in her sleep at the age of
97. She served as professor of Semitic
languages for nearly fifty years at the
Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary at Andrews University. 
Dr. Running has supported the
Institute of Archaeology in many ways
since its inception. She has been a regular
contributor to the Horn Archaeological
Museum fundraising campaign as well as
other projects. She has sponsored students
pursuing archaeology in the seminary and
helped them participate in excavations,
national conferences, and other projects.
She has been an important teacher and
mentor to many of the staff and students
working at the Institute of Archaeology
and has edited, attended, or chaired many
of their dissertations. Indeed, according to
Bill Shea, “Leona assisted more students
in writing doctoral dissertations than any
other faculty member at Andrews
University.” In addition, she has been a
copy editor and technical assistant for the
Horn Museum Newsletter, the Near East
Archaeological Society Bulletin, the
Hesban Final Publication series, the
Madaba Plains Project series, and the
Assyriological series as well as other
Andrews University publications, which
she continued to do up until shortly
before her death.
Leona Glidden was born in Flint, MI
on August 24, 1916, during World War I.
Her earliest memory was watching her
parents suffering from the Spanish flu 
epidemic of 1918-19. She took an early
interest in language and learned to read
by age 3 or 4, and in high school excelled
in Spanish. She majored in modern 
languages at Emmanuel Missionary
College (later Andrews University) in the
1930s where she focused on French and
German. After she graduated as 
valedictorian, in 1937, she took a job as a
high school French and German teacher
in the state of Oregon. After World War II
broke out she moved to California where
she met her husband Leif (Bud) Running
and got married in 1942. She worked as a
German, Spanish and Portuguese transla-
tor from 1944-48. Sadly, her husband died
in an operation in 1946, and she never
remarried.  
Her academic and writing career
began in 1950 when she wrote her first
book, 36 Days and a Dream, which
recounted her adventures traveling
through Europe. Soon after she was
encouraged to get an MA degree in bibli-
cal languages from the Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary in
Tacoma Park, MD. By 1956, with the
help of Dr. Siegfried Horn, she was
appointed to a full tenure faculty position,
teaching Greek and Hebrew. Her second
book, From Thames to the Tigris, fol-
lowed soon after a study tour with Dr.
Horn, where among other adventures, she
described how she climbed to the top of
the Great Pyramid of Giza.
In 1957, Leona was accepted into the
PhD program at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. When she went for her interview
Leona Running.
